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IN THE CLAIMS 

Please delete all prior lists of claims in the application and insert the following list of 

claims: 

1-32. (CANCELED) 

33. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A charged nonwoven filtration media which comprises 
one or more sheets formed from blended nonwoven fibers, and a charge treatment applied to the 
surface of said sheets. 

34. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The media of claim 3 3 wherein a plurality of said sheets 
are multilayered and needle punched to bond them together. 

35. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The media of claim 33 wherein said fibers are comprised 
of polypropylene; or polyester o r o th e r l o w melting te m p era t ur e fib e rs i n a blend to achieve 
enhanced thermal processing capabilities. 

36. (CANCELED) 

37. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The media of claim 33 wherein the charge treatment 
comprises a charged cationic or anionic resin. 



38. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) 
polyamide-epichlorohydrin. 



The media of claim 37 wherein the cationic resin is 



39. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The media of claim 33 wherein the fabric density, air 
permeability, and mean pore size can be controlled through heated calendaring and densification 
of the bonded sheets, including smooth, textured, or patterned calendar rolls. 

40. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The media of claim 33 wherein the bonded sheets can be 
formed into flat or curved filter sheets, pleated filters, filter cartridges, filter bags, and_filter 

4 1 . (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A charged multiple component, nonwoven filtration media 
which comprises a blend of micro-denier/fine-denier blend fibers and fine-denier fibers, one or 
more sheets formed from the blend of fibers, said sheets being multilayered in a graded density 
structure and needle punched to bond said sheets together, and a charge treatment applied to the 
surface of said b o nded sheets. 

42. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The media of claim 41 wherein fibers of 10-90% of 
p o lypr op ylen e o r o t h e r low mel t ing t em pe ra t ure fib e rs, includin g bi"C o m p oiicii t fib e rs 
microdenier or fine fibers selected from the ^roup consisting of polypropylene^ polyester, 
bicomponent fibers or blends are combined with fibers of 90 - 10% fine or coarse fibers 
selected from the group consisting of polypropylene, polyesten bicomponent fibers or 
blends^ are used in the blend to achieve enhanced thermal processing capabilities. 

43 . (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The media of claim 4 1 wherein the charge applied is 
a cationic or anionic resin. 

44. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The media of claim 43 wherein the applied cationic 
resin is polyamide-epichlorohydrin. 
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45 . (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The media of claim 4 1 wherein the fabric density, air 
permeability, and mean pore size can be controlled through heated calendaring and densification 
of the bonded sheets, including smooth, textured, or patterned calendar rolls. 

46. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The media of claim 4 1 wherein the bonded sheets can be 
formed into flat or curved filter sheets, pleated filters, filter cartridges, filter bags, aiid_filter 
tubeS) dud the like. 

47. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A charged muhiple component, nonwoven filtration media 
which comprises a blend of micro-denier/fine-denier blend fibers and coarse-denier fibers, said 
blend being formed into one or more sheets, said sheets being multilayered in a graded density 
structure and needle punched to bond said sheets together, and a charge treatment applied to the 
surface of said b o nd e d s heets. 

48. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The media of claim 47 wherein 1 0-90% o f p o lypropylene 
n r ft th gr l o w m el t ing teni p eratur c fib e rs, hicludiiig bi"C o mp o nent fibers microdenier or fine 
fibers selected from the group consisting of polypropylene, polyester, bicomponent fibers 
or blends are combined with fibers of 90 - 10% fine or coarse fibers selected from the 
group consisting of polypropylene, polyester, bicomponent fibers or blends, are used in a 
blend to achieve enhanced thermal processing capabilities. 

49. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The media of claim 47 wherein the charge apphed is 
a cationic or anionic resin. 

50. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The media of claim 49 wherein the applied cationic 
resin is polyamide-epichlorohydrin. 



-6- 

5 1 . (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The media of claim 47 wherein the fabric density, air 
permeability, and mean pore size can be controlled through heated calendaring and densification 
of the bonded sheets, including smooth, textured, or patterned calendar rolls. 

52. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The media of claim 47 wherein the bonded sheets can be 
formed into flat or curved filter sheets, pleated filters, filter cartridges, filter bags, and.filter 
tubeS) And the like. 

53 . (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A charged multiple component, nonwoven filtration media 
which comprises a blend of micro-denier fibers and fine-denier fibers, said blend being formed 
into one or more sheets, said sheets being multilayered in a graded density structure and needle 
punched to bond said sheets together, and a charge treatment applied to the surface of said 
bond e d sheets, 

54. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The media of claim 53 wherein 10-90% of p o lypr o pylene o r 
o th e r l o w meltin g t e mpera t ure fib e rs, intlndin g bi»c o mp o ncnt fib er s microdenier or fine 
fibers selected from the group consisting of polypropylene^ polvesten bicomponent fibers 
or blends are combined with fibers of 90 - 10% fine or coarse fibers selected from the 
group consisting of polypropylene, polyester^ bicomponent fibers or blends, are used in a 
blend to achieve enhanced thermal processing capabilities. 

55. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The media of claim 53 wherein the charge applied is 
a cationic or anionic resin. 

56. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The media of claim 55 wherein the applied cationic 
resin is polyamide-epichlorohydrin. 
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57. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The media of claim 53 wherein the fabric density, air 
permeability, and mean pore size can be controlled through heated calendaring and densification 
of the bonded sheets, including smooth, textured, or patterned calendar rolls. 

58. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The media of claim 53 wherein the bonded sheets can be 
formed into flat or curved filter sheets, pleated filters, filter cartridges, fiher bags, and fi lter 
tubeS) and the like. 

59. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A charged multiple component, nonwoven filtration media 
which comprises a blend of micro-denier fibers and coarse-denier fibers, said blend being formed 
into one or more sheets, said sheets being multilayered in a graded density structure and needle 
punched to bond said sheets together, and a charge treatment applied to the surface of said 
bond e d sheets. 

60. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The media of claim 59 wherein fiber of 10-90% of 
polypropylen e or oth e r low mel t ing te m pe ra t ure fib e rs, including bi"Com p oncn t fibers 
microdenier or fine fibers selected from the group consisting of polypropylene, polvesten 
bicomponent fibers or blends are combined with fibers of 90 - 10% fine or coarse fibers 
selected from the group consisting of polypropylene, polycsten bicomponent fibers or 
blends, are used in a blend to achieve enhanced thermal processing capabilities. 

6 1 . (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The media of claim 59 wherein the charge applied is 
a cationic or anionic resin. 

62. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The media of claim 61 wherein the applied cationic 
resin is polyamide-epichlorohydrin. 



-8- 

63 . (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The media of claim 59 wherein the fabric density, air 
permeability, and mean pore size can be controlled through heated calendaring and densification 
of the bonded sheets, including smooth, textured, or patterned calendar rolls. 



64. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The media of claim 59 wherein the bonded sheets can be 
formed into flat or curved filter sheets, pleated filters, filter cartridges, filter bags, and fi lter 
tubesr^ 



65. (NEW) A charged nonwoven filtration media which comprises a plurality of sheets 
formed from blended nonwoven fibers, wherein fibers of 10-90% microdenier or fine fibers 
selected from the group consisting of polypropylene, polyester, bicomponent fibers or blends are 
combined with fibers of 90 - 10% fine or coarse fibers selected fi-om the group consisting of 
polypropylene, polyester, bicomponent fibers or blends, are used in the blend wherein the 
plurality of said sheets are multilayered and needle punched to bond them together, and a charge 
treatment applied to said sheets. 



